Focus - Guidance for resource management actions

This resource
management
guidance is intended
to help organizations
prioritize actions to
increase

circularity
performance.

A life cycle
perspective should
guide the
organization in the
identification of the
best action for their

value creation model.

Refuse Make solutions redundant by abandoning its function or by offering the same function with a radically different solution.

Rethink Reconsider design and manufacturing decisions. Make service use more intensive (e.g. through sharing or by putting multi-functional products on the market).

Source Select recovered or renewable, sustainably sourced or produced resources. Use resources that can be easily recycled or returned to the biosphere. Reconsider
formulations.

Reduce Increase efficiency in product manufacture or use by consuming fewer natural resources and materials.

Repair Restore a defective or damaged product so that it can be used in its original function.

Re-use Re-use a discarded product which is still in working condition and fulfils its original function.

Refurbish Restore to a useful condition during expected service life with similar quality and performance characteristics.

Remanufacture Return an item, through an industrial process, to a like-new condition from both a quality and performance perspective.

Repurpose Adapt a product or its parts for use in a different function than it was originally intended without making major modifications to its physical or chemical structure.

Cascade Shift recovered materials from one loop to another to optimize feedstock flows through additional cycles, often with decreasing quality and quantity. When
adopting for biobased material, cascading implies repeated use of renewable resources at decreasing quality, with final treatments such as composting, energy
recovery or biodegradation, and safe return of the material to the environment.

Recycle Recover and process material to obtain the same (high grade) or lower (low grade) quality through activities such as recovery, collection, transport, sorting,

cleaning and re-processing.

Recover energy

Generate useful energy from recovered resources.

Re-mine

Mining or extraction from landfills and waste plants can be possible in some cases if mining or extraction activities are sustainably managed.
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