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Waste is far for being a net resource and largely 
remains a financial burden for (local) governments 
which cannot pay for itself. It needs to be integrated 
within green taxonomies which are under development 
across the globe, and corresponding local and national 
fiscal policies. 

Never the less, examples from emerging countries such 
as Malaysia and other countries in South-East Asia 
show that high rates of economic growth and smart 
urban development have pushed for an accelerated 
transformation of households’ waste collection and 
management. 
Developed countries are facing rather similar issues of 
reducing waste while promoting circular economy as 
part of local, metropolitan, national, regional efforts to 
reach the targets of the Paris agreement. 
Despite the worldwide development of circular 
economy, waste management remains underfinanced 
in many middle- and lower-income countries. 

The session will explore multiple dimensions of waste 
management and financing, the collection and 
processing of non-recyclable household waste, the 
ways to maximize the benefits and the remaining 
challenges of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), 
the issues of land management, especially in pricy 
metropolitan areas….
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